Dear Kerry and Hope, 

Dear Families who have come from far away, 

Dear Sisters, 

Dear friends and faithful, 

These beautiful ceremonies always give us the occasion to reflect on the religious 
life and its importance in the Church. 

ft is impossible to understand the religious life if we do not believe in the sanctity 
of and in the Church. 

What is sanctity? Where does sanctity come from? 

It is the exchange of perfect charity between God and man in the mystery of the 
redemption. It is the perfection of love in the perfection of sacrifice. Sacrifice and 
death unite and its fruit is sanctity. God has loved man even unto death... This is the 
great mystery of the cross as well as the fount of all sanctity, the Mass. 

It was like the proof of Infinite Love... The Church responds to this proof of love 
with 'The answer of death". Sanctity is consumed with death. There are the martyrs 
who shed their blood. The martyrs who don't shed their blood, like confessors and 
virgins, reach sanctity by their death to the world. Leaving the world, family, friends 
and if necessary the country, to renounce having a family, is like a mystical death. To 
deny oneself and carry the cross is dying to self. 

Behind this is the mystery of the Sacred Heart of Jesus. The divine, infinite love 
waits for a response, a reciprocal love. Jesus died for us, and we must die for Him. 

Here we again see the importance of the Mass, It is the true fount of sanctity. 
Without the Mass, souls cannot be sanctified. The holy parish priest, the Cure of Ars 
said if you leave a country without the mass, the people will end up adoring animals. 
This is what we see today. Instead of adoring Our Lord, almost the whole world 
adores singers, or football players; the new sanctuaries are the stadiums andl there 
are so many other new idols. 

If the mass is indispensable for the simple faithful, how much more for the 
religious life. It is the true fount of sanctity which makes us love the cross; it gives us 
the example, the courage and the grace to carry the cross and always go forward. 
With the Mass, a sister has everything, and without the mass the true religious life is 
almost impossible. 

If Our Lord asks all those who are baptized to become saints, the religious life 
fulfills this request it in an eminent way. It is a state of perfection. For religious, 
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working towards perfection is not optional to the point that if they do not work 
towards their sanctification for a certain period of time they greatly offend Our Lord. 

The religious life is demanding because it must manifest and give testimony to 
the sanctity in the Church. 

The diversity in the forms of religious life, reproduce in the church different 
aspects of its mission in the world and the sanctity of Our Lord. You, Consoling 
Sisters of the Sacred Heart, must make the love of the Sacred Heart your own and it 
is your primary apostolate to make Him known and loved. Your activity must always 
be guided by the love of souls that need to be saved and sanctified. 

Today's ceremony regards an aspect that could seem secondary in comparison to 
of the religious profession, but it is not. The clothing, that is, the religious habit is an 
expression of the visibility of the Church, jesus founded one visible Church, in order 
to be known by everyone as the true and only Church. The Church and her life must 
not be hidden. There is a hierarchy; there are churches, monasteries, convents 
which manifest the presence of the Church; there is the practice of religion and 
works of charity that manifest the vitality of the Church. As much as the visibility 
lessens or disappears, the power, strength and the impact the Church has on the 
world diminishes. The visibility of the Church gives it credibility. 

If every baptized Catholic has the duty to give testimony of the faith in the world, 
this duty is even greater for consecrated souls. 

The religious habit not only is a public testimony of belonging to a religious 
congregation but maybe most of all, it is a manifestation of a life consecrated to the 
Church. It shows that there are people who live in the complete service of the 
Church. It is also a sermon. Today, for many, it is a reminder that there is a religion, 
that commandments exist, that after this earthly life there is an eternity, and that it 
is not the - goods and pleasure of this earth that have true worth prayer, penance, 
and suffering that call down blessings on the earth. 

As St Francis said, just the fact of wearing a religious habit is a testimony and a 
sermon. 

The religious life is a fount of grace for the Church and for souls. 

The secularization of the religious life beginning by the abandonment of the 
religious habit is very serious. It is the refusal to be different from the other faithful; 
it is like denying the total consecration to Our Lord in the consecrated life. It is 
refusing the teaching of Our Lord when He says, "we are in the world, but not of the 
world." 





Let us add that the cassock like the religious habit is a protection for those who 
wear it and manifests this separation from the world. 

If the religious life must manifest the sanctity in the Church, if the religious habit 
is a manifestation of the visibility of the Church, we see that is has a role, a place in 
the life of the church. It is not possible to conceive the Church without the religious 
life. In a certain way, these words of Our Lord to the Apostles can be applied to the 
religious You are the light of the world... the salt of the earth... you are the yeast in 
the dough..." and we say, the religious life is the light, the salt, and yeast in the 
church, ihose who have some experience know that there is a great difference 
between a parish with religious and one without religious. Their presence and most 
of all their life of prayer and sacrifice draws graces for souls and the families that are 
in the area not to mention all the apostolate that they can do. Their presence is 
always a blessing. 

Dear sisters, it remains for me to encourage you to persevere in your religious life 
with seriousness and sanctity for the good of the Church, for the good of the 
congregation of the Consoling Sisters of the Sacred Heart and for the good of your 
souls. 

And you, faithful, pray for the sisters, pray for their fidelity. Often we ask the 
sisters for prayers, they always have many intentions, we can say that every day 
there are prayer requests but you too have to pray for them. Pray for Kerry and 
Hope so that they can prepare themselves well during these two years of novitiate 
to pronounce.their first vows. During these two years they will have to learn how to 
live according to the Constitutions of the congregation. These constitutions, this 
Rule is the means chosen by Our Lord for their sanctification in the religious life. 

Let us ask Our Lady, our good Mother in Heaven to take Kerry and Hope under 
her protection so that they will not only be good religious but holy religious. 
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